Lesson 1:  Where is our school? 
Prior Knowledge / Work:
It would help if the children had previously had access, even on an informal basis, to a globe, atlases and maps of different scales.

Learning Objectives:
· To locate the UK on a globe.

· To locate on a map the children’s home city, town or village within the UK.

· To locate on local large scale maps or plans the school.

Subject Links:
· ICT: interpreting information (POS 1c)
Resources:

· A globe.

· ICT, interactive whiteboard and downloaded maps, based on the postcode of your school, from a website such as http://maps.google.co.uk/ 

· ICT, interactive whiteboard and downloaded aerial photos of the school from sites such as: www.getmapping.com/home
Background Information:

This lesson closely follows the initial activity in the QCA Geography Unit 6 Investigating our local area (Where is the locality in relation to other places? Where is the school?)  but uses on line interactive resources as an alternative to conventional paper maps.
Activity:
Tell the children that through out this project they are going to be investigators and find out more about where they live and how they come to school.

Establish from pupil’s acquired experience of either flying in aeroplanes, climbing tall structures or features such as hills and mountains that the further they are above the surface of the earth the smaller its features appear. Use ICT to show the children an aerial photograph of the school to reinforce this principle. (See resources above.)

Ask the children to locate the UK on a globe. 

Using ICT and an interactive whiteboard, enter the school’s postcode into an interactive mapping website such as http://maps.google.co.uk/ This website allows you to zoom out to show the children a “flat” Mercator map of the world, then progressively zoom in onto more detailed localised maps to identify the location of the region, county, city, town or village of the school.

When the children are looking at the map which shows the detail of their community ask them to point out their route to school. 

The children can have fun checking their route on the above website by using the Get directions facility. Enter the child’s postcode as the starting point.  Ensure that the school’s postcode is the finishing point. The website will display a route to school on a large scale plan, plus the directions and the distances.

The children can evaluate the suggested route as it is devised principally for people travelling by car. It may differ from the route actually taken by children.
